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Suggested preparation
Presentation: Darwin’s Fantastical Voyage

Ask the expert film: Darwin and the Beagle Voyage    
Alison Pearn, Associate Director of the Darwin Correspondence Project, describes Darwin’s amazing 
voyage

How long will activity take? 
 • 30 minutes

What do I need?
 • Example pages from Werner’s   
   Nomenclature of Colours by Patrick Syme
 • My Colour Chart template
 • Coloured pens, pencils or stickers 

Darwin took a copy of Syme’s Werner’s Nomenclature of Colours on the Beagle 
voyage. The book helps to identify colours by using examples found in 
nature. Darwin used it to record the colours of specimens when he found 
them. 

The chart was helpful because many of Darwin’s specimens became 
bleached out on the journey home as they were preserved in alcohol and 
the pressed plants changed colour over time too. 

Darwin’s colleague, Reverend Leonard Jenyns, noted that the fish specimens 
he sent had become ‘much altered by the action of the spirits’, so he was glad 
to have the colour chart to refer to. 

What do I do?

1. Study the examples from the original chart. 

2.  Using the blank chart template, fill in the colour, give it a name, describe 
it, and then give examples that you have seen in nature. Complete with as 
many different colours as you can. 

3. Compare your colour charts with your class.
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Examples of colour charts from  
Werner’s Nomenclature of Colours
By Patrick Syme
(Images courtesy of Cambridge University Library)
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No. Name Colour Description Example in nature 

Darwin’s Fantastical Voyage 
Activity 5: Make a colour chart
My colour chart

By . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

1. Letter box red
(example)

Deep red
(example)

Ladybird
(example)


