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Detecting Darwin
Activity 2: Piecing things together
http://www.darwinproject.ac.uk/learning/7-11/detecting-darwin

Suggested preparation
Presentation: Detecting Charles Darwin
http://www.darwinproject.ac.uk/learning/7-11/detecting-darwin

Film: What was Darwin like and why is he important? 
Professor Jim Secord, Director of the Darwin Correspondence Project explains
http://www.darwinproject.ac.uk/learning/7-11/detecting-darwin

How long will activity take? 
 • 35 mins

What do I need?
 • Pens
 • A timer or bell
 • Presentation slides to go through   
   answers at the end of the session
 • A £10 note or replica (with Darwin on)
Per group:
 • A set of resources from each phase of  
   Darwin’s life (numbered Stops 1-3)
 • Question sheet
 • Clipboard

Using clues from different stages of Darwin’s life, try to 
assemble facts about who he was and what he did.

What do I do?
1. In small groups, examine the different resources from the three phases of 
Darwin’s life and try to answer the questions. 

2. When the bell rings, move on to the next set of sources. It doesn’t matter 
which order you study them in. 
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Detecting Darwin
Activity 2: Piecing things together question sheet
http://www.darwinproject.ac.uk/learning/7-11/detecting-darwin

Stop 1: Darwin as a young man and his great adventure
1. Which Cambridge College did Darwin attend?

2. Which creatures fascinated him as a student?

3. What was the name of the ship that Darwin sailed on? Where was his cabin?

4. What made him ill on the voyage and what did he enjoy?

5. Name 3 places he visited on the voyage.

6. Name something that he sent back home.

Stop 2: Family life and working from home
1. Name 2 reasons why Darwin considered not marrying and 2 reasons why he 
thought he should. What did he decide in the end?

2. How many children did he have and how many survived to adulthood? 
(check the dates)

3. Darwin carried out his scientific experiments at home. Name 2 places where 
he worked.

4. How did Darwin communicate with other scientists around the world?

5. Who was Joseph Hooker and what was his connection to Darwin?

Stop 3: Darwin’s work and legacy
1. What is the name of Darwin’s most famous book? When was it published?

2. What did Ernest Haeckel think of it?

3. How many scientific books or ‘volumes’ did he write? 

4. When did he die? Where is he buried?

5. What is shown on the £10 note and why do you think Darwin is featured? 




































